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A Two-by-Two Mixed Reality System That Merges Real and Virtual Worlds
in Both Audio and Visual Senses

Kyota Higa"', Takanobu Nishiura ',
Asako Kimura*z, Fumihisa Shibata*l, and Hideyuki Tamura"!

Abstract — In virtual reality, there have been many implementations using both audio and
visual senses. However, mixed reality (MR), which merges the real and virtual worlds in real
time, has thus far dealt with these implementations using only the visual sense. In this study, we
developed an MR system that merged the real and virtual worlds in both the audio and visual
senses, and in which the geometric consistencies of the audio and visual senses were
coordinated. We also tried two approaches for merging real and virtual worlds in the audio
sense, one using open-air headphones, and the other using closed-air headphones. The former
corresponded to an optical see-through method and the latter, in the case of the visual sense, to

a video see-through method.

Keywords: Mixed Reality, Audio and Visual Senses, Geometric Consistency, Open-Air
Headphones, Closed-Air Headphones
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Fig. 6 Results of physical mixing method in Ex. 1

(with audio and visual sensations)
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(only with auditory sensation)
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Fig. 13 Coordinate systems for geometric registration
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Fig. 14 Reception of artificial sound
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(b) Watch the Birdie!
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Fig. 15 Scene of the MR space using audio-visual senses
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